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Constructing Population as a “Problem™:
News Framing of Issues Related to Declining

Fertility Rate in Taiwan

Mei-Ling Hsu, Pei-Ling Hsiung, Tzu-Hsien Wu,
Sin-Yao Shih & Jo-Han Lai"

ABSTRACT

By taking a social constructionist perspective and using Van Gorp’s
framing package approach, this study analyzed how frames are represented in
the news discourses. It specifically focuses on the reconstructed social
problem related to policies on promoting childbearing in Taiwan. Two
thousand and one hundred forty seven relevant news stories from China
Times, United Daily News, and Apple Daily, dated from January 2004 to
December 2007, were collected via the newspaper web databases. The results
indicated that news stories framed as negative social problems in terms of
education, economy, family relationship, gender, or ethnicity were the most

predominant type. Although stories related to declining fertility rate were

* Mei-Ling Hsu is a professor in the Department of Journalism at National Chengchi
University. e-mail: mlshiu@nccu.edu.tw. Pei-Ling Hsiung is a doctoral student in the
Department of Journalism at National Chengchi  University. e-mail:
hplkelly@gmail.com. Tzu-Hsien Wu is a research assistant in the Department of
Journalism at National Chengchi University. e-mail: neatl 06@yahoo.com.tw. Sin-Yao
Shih is a reporter in the Central News Agency. e-mail: 95451012@nccu.edu.tw. Jo-
Han Lai is an MA student in the Department of Journalism at National Chengchi
University. e-mail: casyflyhigh@hotmail.com.
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sometimes framed as merely descriptive of the phenomenon, or as suggestive
of new opportunity, discourses of the two frames were subject to
trivialization. It was due to the choice of news sources and news pages on the
one hand, and to the interference of the product placement as well as the
public relations in the news production process on the other. Based on the
findings, the study went further to discuss and evaluate news patterns,
features, and performances of reconstructing declining fertility rate in Taiwan

as an emerging social and public policy issue.

Keywords: declining fertility rate, news framing, population, social problem
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