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The Third-Person Effect of the Presidential Debate
in Taiwan 2008
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Abstract

Using the third-person effect hypothesis, this study investigated percep-
tions of voters on the effect of the 2008 presidential debate in Taiwan and the
perceptions of correlation to supporting future presidential debates and voting
behaviors. Message desirability was determined by party affiliations of
voters and their evaluations regarding candidates’ performance. An analysis
on the responses from 784 random-sampled participants revealed that when
participants believed their own candidate performed less satisfied than the
candidate of the other party, they reported that they were not much influ-
enced; however they claimed that others would be. This third-person differ-
ential diminished when DPP’s supporters believed their candidate’s perform-
ance was better than KMT’s candidate. A significant correlation indicated
not supporting future presidential debates and third-person perception level.
The third-person differential was positively correlated to the likelihood to
vote and negatively correlated to the intentions to discuss the debate with
others and change the vote decision, which expands third-person behavioral

domains beyond censorship issues.

Keywords: first-person effect,presidential debate, presidential election,

third-person effect, voting behaviors
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